To:  Buhi,  Rick[Buhi. Rick@epa.gov];  ARA[ARA@epa. gov];  Deputy  ARAs[Deputy_ARAs@epa. gov] 

Cc:  Shanahan,  Mike[Shanahan. Mike@epa.gov];  Hobart,  Yolanda[Hobart.Yolanda@epa.gov] 

From:  McDonald,  James 

Sent:  Fri  8/14/2015  11:19:01  PM 

Subject:  RE:  Gold  King  IG  Investigation 


Thanks  Rick. 

Sent  from  my  Windows  Phone 


From:  Buhl,  Rick 

Sent:  8/14/2015  6:03  PM 

To:  MA;  Deputy  ARAs 

Cc:  Shanahan.  Mike:  Hobart.  Yolanda 

Subject:  Gold  King  IG  Investigation 


Colleagues, 


We  were  just  notified  that  the  IG  is  going  to  begin  its  investigation  next  Tuesday  18  Aug.  This 
will  inelude  interviewing  employees  (including  BUE).  We  do  not  know  at  this  time  who  will  be 
interviewed,  but  it  is  highly  likely  that  Region  8 BUE  will  be  interviewed.  Our  local  union  has 
requested  to  send  a representative  to  the  site  (Durango)  to  represent  those  BUE  who  invoke  their 
Weingarten  rights.  Due  to  the  impact  on  the  response  it  would  have  to  recall  our  employees 
back  to  Denver,  we  are  going  to  agree  to  send  a union  representative  from  Region  8 to  Durango 
on  Monday. 


I tell  you  this  because  we  don’t  know  if  the  IG  will  end  up  interviewing  BUE  from  other 
regions.  My  LER  is  contacting  Karen  Kellen  to  request  that  the  R8  union  rep  be  allowed  to 
represent  other  regions  AFGE  employees  if  they  invoke  their  Weingarten  rights.  I will  let  you 
know  if  Karen  agrees  to  this.  I do  not  know  if  any  of  the  non-R8  regional  personnel  are  non- 
AFGE  BUE.  If  there  are,  we  will  have  to  figure  out  how  to  handle  that.  I would  appreciate  it  if 
you  could  check  to  see  if  you  have  any  non-AFGE  BUE  deployed  to  the  response  and  let  me 
know. 


Thanks. 


Rick 
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Rick  Buhl 


Assistant  Regional  Administrator,  Office  of  Technical  and  Management  Services 
USEPA  Region  8 | 1595  Wynkoop  St  (8TMS-IO)  | Denver,  CO  80202-1129 
Office:  (303)312-6920 

Need  a Meeting?  Contact  Missy  Haniewicz  at 303-312- 7059 
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